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of Prussia declared himself determined to support him iu
the imperial dignity, with all his power.

This may be considered as a token of no great affection
to the queen of Hungary, but it seems not to have raised
much alarm. The German princes were afraid of new
broils. To contest the election of an emperour, once in-
vested and acknowledged, would be to overthrow the
whole Germanick constitution. Perhaps no election by
plurality of suffrages was ever made among human beings,
to which it might not be objected, that voices were pro-
cured by illicit influence.

Some suspicions, however, were raised by the king's .
declaration, which he endeavoured to obviate by ordering
his ministers to declare at London and at Vienna, that he
was resolved not to violate the treaty of Breslaw. This
declaration was sufficiently ambiguous, and could not sa-
tisfy those whom it might silence. But this was not a time
for nice disquisitions; to distrust the king of Prussia might
have provoked him, and it was most convenient to con-
sider him as a friend, till he appeared openly as an
enemy.

About the middle of the year 1744, he raised new alarms
by collecting his troops and putting them iu motion. The
earl of Hindford about this time demanded the troops sti-
pulated for the protection of Hanover; not, perhaps, her
cause they were thought necessary, but that the king's de-
signs might be guessed from his answer, which was, that
troops were not granted for the defence of any country
till that country was in danger, and that he could not be-
lieve the elector of Hanover to be in much dread of an
invasion, since he had withdrawn the native troops, and _
put them into the pay of England.

He had, undoubtedly, now formed designs which made
it necessary that his troops should be kept together, and
the time soon came 'when the scene was to be opened.
Prince Charles of Lorrain, having chased the French out
of Bavaria, lay, for some months, encamped on the Rhine,
endeavouring to gain a passage into Alsace, His attempts